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Alojz Šteiner

This contribution is based on the research for the book I wrote on the development 

states

demonstrated in the continuation of the article. 

in other social areas2

1 

state of NATO. 
2 

). 

Introduction
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SLOVENIA’S MILITARY PATH TO THE ALLIANCE

 1 25 YEARS OF SLOVENIAN INTERNATIONAL MILITARY 
COOPERATION

3

3 

December 1992.
4 

Guard of Colorado.
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of Defence. 

5. 

 when it was clear that the draft 

was made to invite Slovenia to join the Alliance as a full member.

5 

The decision was adopted by the National Assembly in October 2002 with the amendment of the Military 

military service by the end of June 2004, and obligatory service in the reserve force of the Slovenian Armed 
Forces by the end of 2010. The last conscripts completed obligatory military service in October 2003, i.e. one 
year before the announced deadline, and the substitute civilian service in December 2003. 

Alojz Šteiner
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and their activities. 

investments and development7

the Republic of Slovenia fell close to the bottom of the countries in the Alliance. 

. This also 

 2 PERIODS AND CHARACTERISTICS OF SLOVENIA'S ACCESSION TO 
NATO AND THE INTEGRATION OF THE SAF 

).

).

SLOVENIA’S MILITARY PATH TO THE ALLIANCE
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.

 2.1 Development periods on the route to NATO

international scene.

members of the Alliance.

At the same time the accession to PARP was linked to the political level and to 

9 

10 

11 

Alojz Šteiner
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numerous opportunities for the public promotion of international cooperation and 

the political level

.

12 

13 Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Slovakia, Slovenia and Romania were invited together.

SLOVENIA’S MILITARY PATH TO THE ALLIANCE
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. This period represents a decade of inter-allied 

Inter-allied cooperation and 
participation

Accession and 
integration into 
NATO

Implementation of 
ANP/MAP and the 
partnership aims of 
the forces
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Mostly transitional changes

Transitional 
changes and 
transformation 
preparations

Transformation 
changes and 
consolidation 
of transitional 
residues

Changes in the 
transitional nature 
and survival of 
the system

14 

and Grmek 2010, pp 12-14.
15 

as the aim of further changes and development of the defence and military system.

Figure 1:  
Presentation of 
periods during 
the accession 

and integration 
of the Republic 
of Slovenia into 

NATO
Source: 

Adopted to 
Šteiner, 2015, 

p 86.

Alojz Šteiner



 151 Sodobni vojaški izzivi/Contemporary Military Challenges

 2.2 Some highlights

and is referred to as from a »campaign footing« to a »contingency footing«, means 

SLOVENIA’S MILITARY PATH TO THE ALLIANCE
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periods.

 3 THE IMPACT OF NATO ACCESSION AND INTEGRATION ON THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF A POST-MODERN ARMY IN SLOVENIA

 3.1 Characteristics of integration into the Alliance in the Slovenian case
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and control system and airspace management and protection system.
 

Figure 2: 
Integration areas 

of Slovenian 
accession and 

integration into 
NATO

Source: 
Šteiner, 2015, 

p 155)

INTEGRATION PROCESS

NATO Accession and Integration Plan
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joint allied forces structures and international operations and missions.

Since Slovenia's involvement in international operations and missions and 

operation in Albania.

.

 

19 

SLOVENIA’S MILITARY PATH TO THE ALLIANCE
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units 

 

 contributes to an accelerated transformation. 

 of joint 

 3.2 NATO and changing the means of manning and professionalization of 
the SAF

Alojz Šteiner
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interconnections.

SLOVENIA’S MILITARY PATH TO THE ALLIANCE
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team dismissed20

 4 THE POSITIVE IMPACTS AND THE DEFICIENCIES OF SLOVENIA’S 
JOINING PROCESS AND MEMBERSHIP OF THE ALLIANCE 

22

20 

21 See also Kotnik (2012, 22-23).
22 ).

Alojz Šteiner
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 4.1 Key positive achievements 

23

2. 

3. 

5. The implemented tasks of the professionalization project and improvement in 

7. 

23 

Reserve (2012).
24 

SLOVENIA’S MILITARY PATH TO THE ALLIANCE
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state does not provide or will not develop25

protection capabilities. 

 4.2 Cases of deviations and aims that are not achieved 

2. 

3. 

5. 

7. 

utilization of the peace dividend. Time will tell whether the state interfered too much 

25 See also Young, 2019.

Conclusion

Alojz Šteiner
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