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EDITORIAL
WOMEN, PEACE AND SECURITY ON THE 15TH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE ADOPTION OF THE UN
SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 1325

On 31 October 2000, the United Nations (UN) Security Council adopted Resolution
1325 on Women, Peace and Security. This resolution was followed by others (1820,
1888, 1889, 1960, 2106, 2122 and 2422), which stress the disproportionate impact
of wars and conflicts on women and children, and highlight the fact that, historically
speaking, women have always been on the margins of peace processes and
stabilisation efforts. They underline the important role of women in the prevention
and resolution of conflicts, in peace negotiations, peace building and humanitarian
and post-conflict activities. Resolution 1325 calls upon member states to integrate
gender perspective into UN plans and programmes, but mainly to protect women
and girls in armed conflicts. The Resolution was also adopted by the Republic of
Slovenia and the Slovenian Armed Forces has included it into pre-deployment
training of Slovenian contingents as required reading.
After 1991, when Slovenia became independent, two journals on women in the
military have been published. The first one was published in 1995, five years prior to
the UN Resolution. It was edited by Zorica Bukinac and published by the Ministry
of Defence under the title of Ženske v oboroženih silah (Women in the military). The
second journal was produced in 2002. It was edited by Ljubica Jelušič and Mojca
Pešec and published by a joint effort of the Defence Research Centre of the Faculty
of Social Sciences in Ljubljana, the Ministry of Defence and the SAF General Staff.
The former journal provides the first account of the experiences of female SAF
members, and the views of Slovenian and foreign authors on the role of women in
the military. The latter uses traditions, culture and gender-role patterns to present the
limiting factors of the integration of women in the military, and provides an analysis
of the share of women and the duties they perform in the SAF.
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Greater integration of women in the military still raises much attention and a number
of questions. The experiences vary importantly across countries. A number of them
are positive, but there are also the negative ones.
2015 marked 15 years since the adoption of Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and
Security, 20 years since the publishing of the first journal, and 13 years since the
publishing of the other. With this thematic issue, the Editorial Board wished to learn
about the novelties regarding the Resolution in Slovenia and abroad, and publish
them. We invited Lieutenant Colonel Suzana Tkavc, PhD, Gender Advisor at SAF
General Staff, appointed coordinator of the MoD for Gender Equality and national
representative in the NATO Committee on Gender Perspectives to participate. The
issue in front of us is the result of our joint efforts.
Pablo Castillo Díaz, who works in the United Nations Organisation, wrote the article
Military women in peacekeeping missions and the politics of UN Security Council
Resolution 1325. He shares with us his expert view and experiences regarding the
Resolution on Women, Peace and Security. By focusing on international operations
and missions, he draws attention to the advantages and disadvantages of the
Resolution.
Garry McKeon wrote an article titled Better citizens – humanitarian and gender
training, EUTM Somalia. The author has been member of the Irish Defence Forces
for over 30 years and has also been deployed in a mission in Somalia. His experiences
regarding training in the implementation of Resolution 1325 are very interesting,
since they concern a cultural setting, which is substantially different from ours.
In her article Some of the best practices in gender perspective and the implementation
of UNSCR 1325 in the 25 years of Slovenian armed forces, Suzana Tkavc provides
an insight into gender perspective in the 25 years of Slovenia’s independence with a
special emphasis on the armed forces and their activities in international operations
and missions. How well did Slovenia do compared to female and male representatives
of other armed forces?
Jovanka Šaranović, Brankica Potkonjak-Lukić and Tatjana Višacki are the
authors of the article Achievements and perspectives of the implementation of
UNSCR 1325 in the Ministry of Defence and the Serbian Armed Forces. Serbia
invested important effort into the implementation of Resolution 1325, since this
subject matter is included in the national action plan, which includes a number of
different state authorities and other non-governmental institutions. In their article,
the authors determine how successful they were in this mission.
In the article titled An analysis and critique of the UNSCR 1325 – what are
recommendations for future opportunities? Jane Derbyshire acquaints us with
the perspective and experiences of the New Zealand Defence Force regarding the
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Resolution. Are they very different from the experiences of other countries? The
author believes that time has come for changes.
Unlike the majority of the authors, who are members of armed forces or are directly
related to them, Nadja Furlan Štante wrote her article Women in military system:
between violence and vulnerability from a different perspective. She specialises in
religion and women’s studies and as such bases her writing on biological, historical,
religious and other aspects, also taking into consideration the findings, practice and
works of the authors who write about defence and the military.
We believe that with this themed issue we have passed on new experiences and
added some views to the mosaic of gender perspective, encouraged you to read or
maybe even write.
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